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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 05052 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINR, GW, PL, WG 

SUBJECT: EXPULSION OF GERMAN DIPLOMAT IN POLAND 
REF: 77 USBER 2738 (NOTAL) 

1 . THE CULTURAL ATTACHE AT THE GERMAN EMBASSY IN 
WARSAW (PLATZ) HAS BEEN ORDERED TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY 
IN RETALIATION FOR THE EXPULSION BY GERMAN AUTHORITIES 
OF A POLISH DIPLOMAT (FELIKS KOLECKI) CAUGHT ENGAGING 
IN ESPIONAGE. THE FOREIGN OFFICE MAINTAINS THAT PLATZ 

IS NOT AN INTELLIGENCE AGENT AND OFFICIALS ARE 
EXTREMELY IRRITATED AT POLISH BEHAVIOR IN THIS CASE. 

2. ON OCTOBER 22, 1977, BERLIN AUTHORITIES APPREHENDED 
KOLECKI ON SUSPICION OF ESPIONAGE (REFTEL). KOLECKI, 
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AN ACCREDITED DIPLOMAT AT THE POLISH EMBASSY HERE, 

WAS SUBSEQUENTLY EXPELLED BY THE FRG. 

3. FOREIGN OFFICE OFFICIALS TELL US THAT AN INFORMAL 
PRACTICE EXISTS BETWEEN THE FRG AND EASTERN EUROPEAN 
COUNTRIES WHEREBY ACCREDITED COMMUNIST DIPLOMATS 
CAUGHT RED-HANDED IN ESPIONAGE CASES ARE QUIETLY ASKED 
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TO LEAVE GERMANY WITHOUT BEING DECLARED PERSONA NON 
GRATA. EASTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES, INCLUDING POLAND, 
HAVE ACCEPTED THIS PRACTICE AND HAVE NOT RETALIATED 
AGAINST GERMAN DIPLOMATS. IN THIS INSTANCE, HOWEVER, 
THE POLES DEMANDED THAT PLATZ, WHO WAS CONSIDERED 
EXTREMELY WELL PLUGGED INTO THE POLISH SCENE AND WAS 
TO HAVE BEENTRANSFERRED IN MAY, LEAVE THE COUNTRY BY 
MARCH 20. (HE IS ALREADY IN BONN.) 

4. FOREIGN OFFICE OFFICIALS ARE MOST ANNOYED BY THE 
HEAVY-HANDED POLISH TREATMENT OF PLATZ. MORE 
IMPORTANT , HOWEVER, THEY ARE CONCERNED AT WHAT THEY 
FEAR MIGHT BE A BREAKDOWN OF AN INFORMAL PROCEDURE 
OF LONG STANDING. THEY NOTE THAT THIS IS THE FIRST 
TIME THAT POLAND HAS RETALIATED IN THIS FASHION SINCE 
1971 . THE FOREIGN OFFICE HAS PROTESTED THE CASE TO 
NO AVAIL AND OFFICIALS ARE PRESENTLY CONSIDERING 
MAKING THE MATTER PUBLIC. TWO THOUGHTS ARE UNDER 
CONSIDERATION: A STATEMENT BY THE FOREIGN OFFICE, 

OR A CIRCULAR NOTE TO THE DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS IN 
WARSAW. 
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